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  The North Omaha Media Alliance is holding the second annual youth media project at the UNO to spon-

sor activities focused on promoting positive messages of North Omaha. 

 The alliance helps youth participants understand how to use tools of the media to record images, create 

dialogues and use the messages to show its viewers another perspective of North Omaha. 

NOMA is directed by Lynnette Leonard, assistant professor at UNO's School of Communication. Leonard spoke of 

the project's goal as providing a platform for youth to learn about the media and develop a sense of service. 

  "The project is focused on the students' involvement," Leonard said. "It's the topics they choose and want 

to talk about." 

  The project has two goals of learning and service, each with a different focus. 

  Through learning, students become critical thinkers about the media and the world around them, produce 

awareness and understand media literacy as it applies to becoming an active consumer. 

  Through service, the students aim to help change the view of North Omaha and present stories of a more 

positive outlook. Leonard said they learn to address problems and find plausible solutions to some issues they face 

in that community. 

  The NOMA students' ages range from 14 to 18 years old. The participants attend Omaha Public High 

Schools from Benson, Central, North and Northwest and plan to meet eight times to work on their projects. These 

ideas range from last year's presidential election, drop out rates of high school students, teen pregnancy, safe sex, 

needs for after school programs, drug use and violence among teens, scholarships and relationships. 

 Another goal of the project is to help students realize that continued learning is an option through college. This is 

most evident through the mentor-based partnerships NOMA has developed with youth from Girls, Inc. and UNO 

Communication students from the Advanced Broadcasting Journalism class taught by UNO associate professor 

Chris Allen. 

  This option for service learning and mentorship was not provided for last year's project, making this year 

a great progress from the previous. 

  The goal of this class participating with NOMA is to provide a relationship between the two groups of 

students. The young can teach the undergraduates a different perspective of the city while the undergraduates can 

show how to navigate through the college atmosphere and apply their knowledge of media, as well. 

  Some benefits the students hope to come away with are picking up practical skills in research and being 

able to relate those topics to a larger population, Allen said. 

 "There is an appreciation in knowing they can do things to impact their community," he said. "It wakes them up to 

possibility to do this further in life." 

  Allen and Leonard both say they are very impressed with the NOMA students' dedication with the project. 

  The students were so involved during their last session that they didn't eat right away, but were focused on 

getting involved with their projects, Leonard said. 

  The sessions for this project run each Thursday through the 

month of May. Currently, the students broadcast their projects through 

blogs and videos. 

  The projects can be found at thenomablog.blogspot.com and 

youtube.com/TheNomanetwork. 

  Students weren't the only ones to receive benefits; the direc-

tors also enjoyed themselves. 

  "I feel energized when I work with them," Leonard said. 

"They are resilient and intelligent and I love seeing what they do. They 

create hope for the future." 
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Who We Are: 
NOMA, a collaboration of University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) students and faculty, Omaha North 

High Magnet School (ONHMS) and Girls Inc. of Omaha, teaches high school students about social me-

dia and citizen journalism through the guidance of university students. NOMA student reporters reflect 

on issues related to civic engagement as well as larger political and social issues facing the nation. 

  

The Mission: 

“The North Omaha Media Alliance (NOMA) is dedicated to changing perceptions of North Omaha one 

story at a time.” 

  

The Projects created through NOMA are all completed by the students with the guidance and help from 

volunteer undergrad students at UNO. The students have access to high end technology equipment such 

as video cameras, computer softwares and and other tools used for hands on experience in the Media & 

Communications field. Below are a list of the various kinds of projects and a list of topics students have 

already covered or plan to cover. 

Video: 

This project began in August 2009 and focused on issues of Perceptions of North Omaha and Teen Preg-

nancy. In addition, a PSA to discourage using cell phones when driving. See our videos at http://

www.youtube.com/TheNomanetwork 

 Blog: 

A project targeting both local and national political/social issues. The opinions and information pre-

sented here represent the perspective of the students living in North Omaha. A few blog posts are found 

on the Omaha News Election Night Blog http://omahanewspreelection.blogspot.com 

Photo Essay: 

A presentation focuses on images of North 

Omaha which represent the various topic is-

sues. Students were instructed to photograph 

images that reflect North Omaha in their eyes. 

View some of these photos throughout the 

newsletter. 

 Issues being covered: 

High school Dropout rates 

Safe Sex  

Day in the life of students in OPS schools 

Community help for 

Haiti 

Influence of Music 

PSA on Girls Incorpo-

rated 

Getting Scholarships 

NOMA students watch-

ing debates for the 2008 

election from the blog 

http://

omahanewspreelec-

tion.blogspot.com. 

http://www.youtube.com/TheNomanetwork
http://www.youtube.com/TheNomanetwork
http://omahanewspreelection.blogspot.com/
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In their own words: 
Below are the projects students are working on.... 

 

Ronnyece on Teen Pregnancy: 

              “Alot of family members in my family have  been affected by pregnancy at a young age. So far, 

I have done some research. I have interviewed family and friends. I am now working on a powerpoint.” 

  

Jamece on Domestic Dog Violence: 

              “My topic is on dog violence. I can’t help but to care for others. Ever since I was a little girl I 

got freakishly attached to dogs (although I didn’t grow up with many animals). But when I saw a dog I 

really liked, somehow I manage to get a petting in. 

              “So far I'm working on setting up an interview with a Humane society. I also have a powerpoint 

and for next time we meet I will have more on it so stay tuned!” 

  

Jasmine with A Day in the Life of Girls, Incorporated: 

              “I chose to do this story because I’ve been at Girls, Inc. for a very long time so I thought I 

should share my story, what we do and how great of an organization it is. So far, I’ve written an essay 

and what I am doing with NOMA so I will have something to help me in the next steps of the project.” 

  

*Kay Kay (alias) on Teen Dropout Rates: 

              “my topic is the teen dropout rate in Omaha. So far I have interviewed multiple people about 

their experiences with dropping out of school. I have decided to interview people of different ages be-

cause age can give you a different outlook on the situation. I also have researched the topic and found 

many interesting facts and reasons that people have dropped out.” 

              “Even though I have all these great facts, I have to find a way to condense them into a 30 sec-

ond Public Service Announcement, or PSA. The basic outline so far for my PSA is to start with key 

points from the interviews, read from a narrative perspective. Then it would go on into facts and statis-

tics, and finish with a catchy phrase. By setting it up this way, I hope to get a strong message across to 

teens, parents, and teachers about how important it is to NOT SLACK, AND STAY ON TRACK.” 

  

Denai on Water Pollution in Omaha: 

              “I thought it was interesting and beneficial to the people of Omaha. I think that people dont 

really think about what they drink as far as water goes and what can be inside of it that we cant see. So 

far I have some research and a plan to get more info.” 
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The Support: 
 

 
It’s hard to guide these growing minds without professional help. This is where a few key people are needed to 

help get the job done! We couldn’t do this without.... 

  

Director: Dr. Lynnette Leonard 

NOMA is directed by Lynnette Leonard, assistant professor at UNO's School of Communication. She has sup-

ported the students projects for two years learning so much about them as things go along. Leonard is currently 

seeking helpful volunteers who are trained in media communication to become mentors. NOMA is also open to 

all high school students and wants to get more stories told! If they want to get involved, they should contact her 

at lleonard@unomaha.edu. 

  

Teen Programming Specialist, Girls Incorporated of Omaha: Kate Widhalm 

  

              New to NOMA, Widhalm has been a supporter since December 2009. She knows that the program is 

aimed at getting the girls experience that they may not have gotten through any other program. She knows a little 

about what the students may be going through. 

              “Working with college students that they don’t know can be a little scary but the girls are handling it very 

well and having a great time,” Widhalm said.  

“working on a college campus allows them to work outside of their comfort zone.” 

              Widhalm’s idea of NOMA is to build relationships, make connections, get their voices heard and express 

thoughts or feelings on issues that they deal with from day to day. 

  

NOMA Supporter: Angel Martin 

Angel Martin is a native of Wisconsin who now resides in Omaha, NE.  She acquired her undergraduate degree in 

Broadcast from the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 2006 and is currently working on her Master’s in Commu-

nication from UNO.  While employed at Girls Inc. of Omaha as a, program specialist, she had the opportunity to 

expand that media literacy program, when Dr. Leonard contacted Ms. Angel nearly two years ago and she jumped 

on the program.  Angel has presented the NOMA project at two academic conferences, was successful in getting 

two mini grants for the project, and 

she created a training guide for the 

student mentors and the high school 

journalist. 

 

Angel says, “this program is a great 

way to introduce teens to journalism, 

it’s all about that hands on learning 

and interaction with UNO students, 

faculty, from the College of Fine Arts 

and Media.”  She has seen the NOMA 

grow as well as the high school stu-

dents mature and she wants to con-

tinue to see that growth for NOMA.  

Angel is currently works at KVNO as 

a News Reporter/Media Assistant. 

Noma students from 2009 

Top: Angel Martin and Dr. Leonard 

Noma Staff. 
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